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2013 student profile 

“Although these students are not undisciplined, 
they tend to chat and be easily distracted during 
the lessons and need to be stimulated in order to 
participate. That is why I always tried to involve 
them by stating what we were going to do, the 
objectives of the lesson, any difficulty that the 

activities could cause them and by asking them, 
at the end of the lessons, to summarise what 

they had learnt. “ 

Scuola superiore 2°grado English teacher, Latina 



Prospects for today’s school leavers in the UK 





More bad news from Britain… 



The class of 1963 



The class of 2013 



Teaching  

interesting  

English 



Different ways of 
presenting language 
activities 



Language input  
Reading and listening 
 

Rules of engagement  

 

•Students need to interested 

•Revisit the text. 

•Different types of exercises 

•Exploit the text  

•Interesting sequences 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Students need to interested in what they are going to read / listen to .
Once may not be enough so find different ways to get students to revisit the text.
Different types of exercises require and teach different skills
Exploit the text to the full
Integrate the text into interesting sequences




Reading 
Extensive 

Normally outside class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Intensive 

Normally inside class 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Extensive

Prolonged periods, reading for pleasure
Normally outside class

Intensive

Detailed focus on the construction of texts
Normally inside class
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What type of English? 

Situation: 
 

Group / class  

•Difficult texts with the support of classmates 
and teachers 
 

Individual 

•Graded language for sense of achievement 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Situation
Group / class 
Students can handle more difficult texts when reading with the support of classmates and teachers

Individual
Providing graded language gives students a realistic objective and sense of achievement





Example reading  
sequence 

1. Create interest 

2. Get the gist 

3. Work on the detail 

4. Exploit the theme 

Exert taken from “Brilliant 
Results” published by Pearson 



Create interest in the subject 
Tap into students’ existing  

knowledge of the theme with  

thought provoking questions 

“What can you see in the 
picture? 
“What’s the girl doing?” 
 
“Where are the girls in these 
photos? 
“When do you do these 
activities? 

X 



•Read the article quickly 

 

•Brief Activities 

 

•Comprehension Questions 
 

 

Get the gist … quickly ! 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
In pairs, read the article quickly.
Where does this article come from?
(magazine, web page …)
Choose 5 words from each paragraph
Free time 
Facebook, TV, MP3, Twilight saga, mobile phones
Part time jobs
Paperboys, jobs, money, milk , Saturdays

Comprehension questions
How old  is a teenager ?  A) 8-12  B) 20-25 C) 13-19
Underline  “free time” phrases:   Sunday, Wednesday morning, At school, weekend 






Work on the detail. 

Change these sentences so they talk about YOU ! 

 

 

 

 

 

Put as many words in these columns as possible 

 Clothes Jobs Digital Films & 
TV 

Wellingtons Milkman Facebook Harry 
Potter 

Paperboy Princess 
Diaries 



Exploit the text.. 
Now you have the students interested in the 

theme, go further with it! 
 

Example tasks (with an objective!) 

 

• 1. List some differences between Italian and English 
teenagers 

 

• 2. Design a poster 

 

• 3. Role play an interview with one of the girls.  

Relatore
Note di presentazione

Make a list of the differences between Italian and English teenagers and their free time. Tell the class

2. Design a poster showing your free time activities, work you do to help your parents and your fashion.                   Present it to the class and put it on the wall.

3. Choose one of the girls in the photos. Role play an interview with her.                                                                                                           Prepare questions and act it out with your partner



Listening – remember… 

• Students may need to listen 2,3 or more  

  times. 

• Each time students listen, give them a   

 different task. Don’t just repeat it. 



Listening – remember… 

• Build confidence by giving achievable tasks. 

 

• Interesting and engaging sequences 
 



Listening stage 1 
“A bit of fun…” 

Before the lesson 

select 6 key words from the text. 

 

Example 

Teenagers                               Rap music 

 

 New York                   Recording contract 

 

X Factor                         Millionaires 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Look at the audio script and select 6 key words from the first 20 seconds of the listening text.




Books closed, audio on pause 
 
• Write the words on the board  
 

•Explain the activity 
 

• Ask them to repeat the instructions back to you. 
 

• Play audio  
 

•Check with students what their words were. 
 
Students will listen to every word of the audio , 
without worrying about what the words mean.  

Relatore
Note di presentazione
 Write the words on the board and have students individually 
choose a word, write it on a piece of paper and put it in their 
pocket.
 Ask students to stand up. Tell them that when they hear the 
word they wrote down, they must sit down. 
 Ask them to repeat the instructions back to you.
 Play audio and watch your students listen intently to every 
word until they hear theirs.
 Check afterwards with students still standing, what their 
words were.

What this achieves – Students will listen to every word of the audio , without worrying about what the words mean. 





Listening stage 2 
“Prediction then Listening for gist” 

Now look at those 6 words on the board.  

What’s the situation? Fill in this table 
 

 

 

 

 

Listen again and check / complete the table. 
 

Who is talking? Where are they?  What do they do? 
Mark, Steve and Ray America, New York Band 



Listening stage 3 
“Specific Information” 

In pairs/ small groups, answer these questions 

 

•What is the name of their band? 

•When did they win X Factor? 

•Who was their favourite judge? 

•What is their next ambition? 

 

Listen again and check / complete your answers 



Further activities 
 
“If you have no time restraints, why not…” 

• Listen for missing words. 

 

• Draw the scene. 

 

• 3 questions to ask the band 

 

• Profile of a band member 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Print audio script, black out some key words and have students listen again – specifically for the missing words.

Listen and imagine where the interview is taking place. Draw the scene.

Think of 3 questions you want to ask the band

Design a personal profile of one of the band members (likes, dislikes, hobbies, appearance)





Writing 

 

Do you teach 
students how to 
write letters in 
your class using 
pen and paper? 
 



When was the last time you wrote a 
letter with a pen and paper, went to 
the post office and sent it with a 
stamp to someone? 
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Some of your students never have and never will. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Teach them what they need to know… 
 



 
In class activity 
 
Deconstruction of text 

Exert taken from “Speak Your 
Mind” published by Pearson 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Accessible by all students
Different levels of achievement
Possible individually or in pairs / groups
Interesting and relevant




 
In class activity 
 
Deconstruction of text 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Accessible by all students
Different levels of achievement
Possible individually or in pairs / groups
Interesting and relevant




Situations of writing exercises 

Controlled (outside class) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Controlled (in class)

Cloze exercises, finishing sentences, selecting phrases to insert into a text, adding or subtracting words from a text

Free practice (outside class)

Creating formal / informal emails, invitations, articles, webpages, notes
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And for homework … 
Free practice (outside class) 
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Outside class – My English Lab 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
When a teacher feels the time is right for a student to be evaluated on a specific competence, tasks can be assigned to individual students or the whole class with a couple of clicks.
This example is a writing task. Students have to write an email to friend including certain information.

Options when assigning these tasks include setting students a due date or giving them a time limit to complete it.




Teacher receives student submission 
immediately for evaluation 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Once a student has completed the writing assignment, the teacher automatically receives the student’s submission.
Teachers are free to evaluate the task as they wish.
Colour coded markers help direct students to areas where they may need to improve.
As well as correcting grammar, vocabulary, collactions and punction (SHOW)
…the teacher amy also highlight and comment specifically on Coherence, stile, register or just general comments (SHOW)




Correcting the classics! 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Once a student has completed the writing assignment, the teacher automatically receives the student’s submission.
Teachers are free to evaluate the task as they wish.
Colour coded markers help direct students to areas where they may need to improve.
As well as correcting grammar, vocabulary, collactions and punction (SHOW)
…the teacher amy also highlight and comment specifically on Coherence, stile, register or just general comments (SHOW)





Speaking 

Normally linked to other activities 

 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Controlled (in class)

Cloze exercises, finishing sentences, selecting phrases to insert into a text, adding or subtracting words from a text

Free practice (outside class)

Creating formal / informal mails, invitations, articles, webpages, notes





Speaking exercises should… 

• Be well scaffolded,  

 

• Be supported by teacher 

 

• Involve planning stages   

    

• Be done in student pairs / groups  

 

 Objective, purpose, relevance and outcome 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
be well scaffolded, supported by teacher
involve planning stages  
    
		Making notes, key points, trigger words

be done in student pairs / groups rather than teacher              student situations
have a goal.                                                   	
	
		Objective, purpose, relevance and outcome





Example exercise 

Put students in 3 groups 

 

Show picture 

 

Each group selects a character  
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Stage 2 
  

Students prepare questions to ask the character 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All students have a copy of all the questions prepared. 

 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
Students in each group prepare questions to ask the character they have selected. At least 1 question for every member in that group.

	All students in the group must have a written copy of all the questions prepared.

	Example questions (and school / language level)
	
	A1/2 SSPG - “What is your name?” (to the dog) 
	B1 SSSG Biennio-“Why are you so serious?” (to the man) 
	B2 SSSG Triennio -  “Is it his?” (to the lady) 





Example questions  
(school / language level) 

 
  

 A1/2 SSPG - “What is your name?” 

                          (to the dog)  

 

 B1 SSSG Biennio-“Why are you so serious?”  

                                  (to the man)  

 

 B2 SSSG Triennio -  “Is it his?” 

                                     (to the lady)  
 



Sharing 
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Colloboration outside the classroom 
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Extra activity 

3 students are chosen from the class to come to the 
front and be interviewed by the class 

 

A written conversation between the man and woman. 

 

A story explaining how the couple came to be there 
and what happened next… 



Groupwork without management 
 

Difficulty analysing tasks. 

 

Difficulty deciding who takes 
each role. 

 

Leading to confusion 

 

And subsequent time wasting 
 

Relatore
Note di presentazione
When we start to work in groups, we are like a kids’ football team. They all run after the ball.  They don’t pass the ball to their team mates or use positional play. 
The kids get plenty of exercise and use up a lot of ENERGY but without structure and management, they achieve poor results. 




Please conatct us with your thoughts, ideas, 
comments and suggestions 

 

Andrew.Howarth@pearson.it 

 
 

mailto:Andrew.Howarth@pearson.it�


Informazioni utili 
 
  
• Gli attestati di partecipazione vi saranno inviati 

via e-mail 
 
• Riceverete inoltre un’e-mail contenente le istruzioni 

per scaricare, dal sito Pearson, i materiali 
presentati oggi  

 
• Contestualmente, sarà inviato un questionario per 

raccogliere pareri e suggerimenti su questa 
innovativa modalità di formazione 

 
 
 
 
 



Prossimi incontri: 

Presentation Title runs here  l  00/00/00 49  

 
 10 dicembre - La LIM è social! (LIM - Modulo avanzato) 

 
 17 dicembre - Entriamo nel mondo touch (Tablet - Modulo base) 
 
 18 dicembre - Insegnare letteratura e storia con MyLab  
                             (Piattaforme di apprendimento - Modulo base) 
 

http://www.pearson.it/formazione-online 
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